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Joe Hamme 


New Member 
Joins Board 


Joseph C. Hamme of Oxford was 
sworn in as a Board of Transportation 
member on January 12 in the State 
Capitol house chambers. Hamme 
was appointed to the 24-member 
state board by Governor Jim Hunt. 

The Granville county native 
represents Granville, Warren, and 
Vance counties in highway division 
five. 

He replaced former board mem- 
ber Joe Thomas of Vanceboro who 
was named to fill a vacant North 
Carolina Senate seat. 

Secretary Tom Bradshaw, who 
also serves as Chairman of the 
Board, said, “We are delighted that 
Joe has accepted the Governor’s ap- 
pointment to serve the people of North 
Carolina with us. Joe Hamme is 
knowledgeable on transportation 
issues and will be a definite asset on 
our board.” 

Bradshaw also expressed ap- 
preciation to Joe Thomas saying, “On 
behalf of our board, I want to thank 
Joe Thomas for his outstanding con- 
tributions to transportation and the 
people of North Carolina during his 
service on the board.” 
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Check Your Check 


Changes in federal income and Social Security tax withholdings are being 
reflected in Department of Transportation employees’ paychecks. The changes 
went into effect with the January 5 paycheck. 

About half of the employees in the department now have higher “take- 
home” pay as a result of the changes. More tax is being withheld on the other 
employees’ checks and their net salary is less. 


FEDERAL INCOME TAX 


The federal income tax changes include an increase in the amount of the 
personal exemption to $1,000. These changes will reduce the amount of tax 
withheld on some employees’ checks and make it higher on others, depending 


‘on an individual’s income and number of exemptions. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


Social Security tax rates have increased. Both employees and employers 
will contribute more under the new laws. This change will reduce the amount 
of net income. Employees and employers now will pay 6.13 percent of the first 
$22,900 earned. Previously the rate was 6.05 percent of the first $17,700. 

Doug O‘Neal, supervisor of payroll and insurance for the department, 
reminded employees that “when figuring take-home pay, other withholdings 
such as credit union payments, insurance premiums and other deductions 
should be subtracted as well.” 

Detailed explanations of the changes are scheduled to be distributed soon 
to supervisors in order to answer specific questions from individual employees. 

Shaded blocks below show how to compute the new tax withholdings. 

(continued on back page) 


Curtis Yates, center, coordinator of the bicycle program of the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation, reviews training 
manual at a bicycle facility design workshop with planners Elizabeth 
Rooks of Chapel Hill and Larry Belkin of Carrboro. The bicycle 
program sponsored two two-day workshops in January for traffic 
engineers, planners, landscape architects and other transportation 
professionals. 
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Public Affairs Office staff members who contributed to the 
“History of Transportation” slide show and booklet admire award of 
merit from the Raleigh Public Relations Society; from left, Bill 
Johnson, Bill Jones, Cy Lynn, Charlie Jones and Robby Langenberg. 


‘History of Transportation’ 
Captures Award of Merit 


The winner is the Department of 
Transportation . . . for its sound- 
slide presentation and accompanying 
booklet entitled “History of Transpor- 
tation in North Carolina.” 

The Raleigh Public Relations 
Society, at its annual banquet 
January 19, presented an award of 
merit in the audio-visual category to 
Cy Lynn, Special Assistant for Public 
Affairs, for the presentation and 
booklet. 

The 18-minute sound-slide show 
illustrates transportation’s role in the 
development of the state from early 
settlement to the present. Included 
are sections on North Carolina’s early 


settlement, the sectionalism that 
hampered early’ transportation 
development, railroad expansion, 


plank roads, growth of the highway 
system, transportation leaders, fi- 
nancing and the transportation 
system of today. 

It was produced, under Lynn’s 
direction, by members of the public 
affairs office. Credit goes to Writer 


Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr. 


Secretary of Transportation 


Cy K. Lynn 


Special Assistant for Public Affairs 


Bill Johnson for researching and 
preparing the “History” narrative and 
to Photographer Charlie Jones for 
gathering the appropriate slides and 
putting together the audio-visual 
show. 

Artist Robby Langenberg was 
responsible for the layout design of 
the “History” booklet while 
Photographer Bill Jones assisted 
Charlie Jones in collecting slides. 

Secretary of Transportation Tom 
Bradshaw said, “We are delighted 
that our slide show on the history of 
transportation has been recognized. 
It is a well-done document conveying 
the close relationship between the 
people and their state government 
that has been so vital in the develop- 
ment of our transportation system. 
Even more so, it suggests the impor- 
tance of maintaining that relation- 
ship,” he added. 

The slide show is available to 
civic groups and clubs around North 
Carolina and the booklets have been 
sent to libraries statewide. 
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Reggie Lester 


Peters Head 


Ralph (Pete) Peters ha r 
promoted to Head of the ProduCTivity 
Management Branch for the Nortk 
Carolina Department of Transpor! 
tation, according to Dave Hayes) 
Assistant Secretary for Management 

Peters has been with the Produc) 
tivity Management Branch for six 
years. 4 

“During that time, he has suc| 
cessfully completed several assign, 
ments which have improved th« 
department’s management of re| 
sources,” said Hayes. Two recen) 
projects were working with th} 
Division of Highways’ Equipmen| 
Unit to develop a new managemen) 
system and assisting the Division 0) 
Motor Vehicles’ Vehicle Service’ 


Mechanical engineering st ' 
versity demonstrate new bridge | j 


New Method Sa 


Mechanical engineering studentl 
at N. C. State University are workins 
with North Carolina Department oO 
Transportation staff to reduce tim 
and labor costs’ involved ii 
positioning scaffolding platforms te 
perform underbridge work. | 

The original prototype whicl 
proved the feasibility of devising ai 
improved method of scaffold handling 
to reduce time and cost was designe: 
by Jatha Campbell, the NCDO™ 
bridge maintenance supervisor ii 
Kinston. | 

Presently, it takes a seven-mai. 
work crew one hour to set up a scal_ 
fold under a bridge, according te 
Jimmy Lee, head of DOT bridg | 
maintenance. | 

North Carolina has 


bridges across the state. 
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ts from North Carolina State Uni- 
ffolding set-up method. 


es Time & Money 


LAYOUT ARTIST: 
Robby Langenberg 
PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
Bill Jones 

Charlie Jones 


| Productivity 


on with a staggered registration 
pran. 

A registered __ professional 
engineer, Peters received bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in Industrial 
Engineering from North Carolina 
State University. 

Prior to joining the department, 
Peters was an industrial engineer for a 
textile firm for two years. He served 
with the Army Corps of Engineers for 
two years, including a tour in Viet- 
nam. 

Peters is a member of the 
American Institute of Industrial 
Engineers and has held several offices 
in the Raleigh chapter, including 
president. He is married and has two 
sons. 


The improved method of scaffold 
handling would potentially reduce the 
set-up time to 15 minutes and even- 
tually save the state an estimated 
$110,000 in labor costs per year, 
said Robert Gaskins, productivity 
coordinator for DOT. 

“This project reflects the type of 
potential accomplishment resulting 
from the teamwork of innovative em- 
ployees, supportive management and 
cooperative academic _ institutions 
such as N. C. State University,” said 
Secretary Tom Bradshaw. 

The students in the advanced 
design class taught by Dr. Carl 
Zorowski, head of the department of 
aero and mechanical engineering at 
NCSU, will present working scale 
els of scaffold handling methods 


@: spring. 
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Many eer at a eer nics dump trucks have been con- 
verted to diesel engines to conserve fuel. 


NCDOT Continues Energy Savings 


In the wake of potential cutbacks 
of oil from the Mideast, state govern- 
ment is preparing further energy 
conservation measures. 

To comply with Governor Hunt’s 
request that each department develop 
plans for a 10 percent reduction in 
fuel, a report has been prepared 
which lists actions the Department of 
Transportation has taken to conserve 
energy and proposals for additional 
ways to save energy. 

Some of the steps the transpor- 
tation department has taken recently 
include: 

@ Appointment of an energy 
coordinator in each Division of High- 
ways building across the state. 

@ Reduced lighting in all build- 
ings while continuing to meet 
federal safety standards. 

® Setting of thermostats at 68 
degrees during the winter months and 
78 degrees in the summer. 

@ Reduced lighting on highways 
where it will not endanger lives or 
property. 

® Using energy-conserving bulbs. 

@ Conversion of all wheel tractors 
from gasoline to diesel engines. 
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@ Conversion from full-size cars 
to compacts. Division of Highways 
fleet of 1,000 automobiles has been 
converted totally. 

@® Conversion of all truck- 
tractors and tandem dumps to diesel 
units. 

@ Consumption of almost all waste 
engine oil in pollution-free burners 
at asphalt plants. 

® Additional 
facilities. 

@ Recapping of tires as many 
times as can be done safely. 

@ Development of ridesharing 
programs in six communities. 

® Implementation of an in-house 
maintenance program to monitor 
operations to prevent mechanical 
problems at Raleigh headquarters 
locations. 

@® Inspection for washer and 
gasket leaks on plumbing. 

These measures, and others, 
have conserved a great deal of energy 
and further actions are implemented 
where possible. 

In case of an emergency, the 
Department of Transportation would 
initiate additional steps. 
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Federal Withholding Tax: 


The amount of the employee’s Federal income tax withheld, effective pay period 139 with a check date of 1-5-79, is 
computed as follows: 

A. Multiply the number of Federal exemptions claimed by $38.46. 

B. Subtract the product received in Step A from gross pay for the pay period to arrive at taxable pay. 

C. Apply the taxable pay from Step B to the Tables below for single or married employees. 


TABLE 2. BIWEEKLY Payroll Period 
(a) SINGLE person—including head of household: |(b) MARRIED person— 


If the amount If the amount 
of wages is: of wages is: 


Not over $55...... 0 Not over $92......0 


Over— But not over— 


$55 = 92545 


The amount of income tax 
to be withheld shall be: 


The amount of income tax 
to be withheld shall be: 


of excess over— 


—$92 


Over— 


$92 


of excess over— 


$55 


But not over— 


—$127 15% 


$127 
$262 
$392 
$546 


$262 
$392 
$546 
$662 
$865 


. 


$10.80 plus 18% 
$35.10 plus 21% 
$62.40 plus 26% 
$102.44 plus 30% 


$127 
$262 


$392 


$546 
$662 


$254 
$419 
$577 
$738 


—$419 
—$577 


— $254 
—$419 
—$577 
— $738 


$24.30 plus 18% 
$54.00 plus 21% 
— $738 .... $87.18 plus 24% 
— $908 .... $125.82 plus 28% 


$908 


— $908 


$662 .. $137.24 plus 34% 
$865 .............2.----- $206.26 plus 39% 


— $1,112.. $173.42 plus 32% 


— $865 $1,112.................. $238.70 plus 37% —$1,112 
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TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY 
In North Carolina: 1949 — Approval of “farm-to- 
market’ road bond issue totaling $200 million. 


Elsewhere: 1895 — First auto race: 


Waukegan, Illinois, on November 28 over 52 
miles of snowy roads. 


